(CONFIDENTIAL, 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS, 


OCTOBER 4—OCTOBER 10, 1875. 


POLITICAL (GENERAL). 
The Koh-i-Nér of the 2nd October premising that the 


Home Government is in earnest when it says that it does not 

_ wish to annex more territories to its Indian possessions, and 
that if has assumed the Government of Hindustén for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of India, condemns the Madras 
Times for suggesting the annexation of Kashmir. © 


The Louh-i-Mahféz of the 1st October writes that “ the 
difference of religion existing between the Muhammadans and 
‘ Hindas is well known to every one, and the manner in which 
the Hindiws have been treated by the Muhammadans, how 
their country has been taken away and they themselves 
disarmed. But now the Hindts hold situations equal to the 
Muhammadans—a thing which they enjoyed during the 
Muhammadan reign when they were treated as their equals. 
Now at the present time the Hinds and Muhammadans are 
like sugar and water mixed ‘together; such is the present 
relation between: the Muhammadans and Hinds in Hindustan, 
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amd this is due to the British Government. Notwithstanding 
the estates and lands that have been confiscated by the Govern- 
ment they are still faithful to the British Government. Ever 
since the men have been disarmed they have felt more like 
women than men—a thing which is very degrading to them. 
God forbid that the Russians should ever come to India, but 
if they do then what can the people of Hindustén do? They 
are powerless.’’ 


The Muir Gazette of the 28th September writes,—“ How can 
we make known the wants and grievances of his Muhamma- 
dan fraternity. Their condition is really to be pitied; and 
when they see the manner in which the Europeans and Ben- 
galis are prospering they feel their position bitterly, and say 
that under the Enclish Government only English scholars can 
get on, and that Arabic and Persian scholars are considered 
fools. It is strange that if these men are told to study the 
English language also, they reply that by doing so they will 
injure their religion, and that every one who studies and 
masters the English language turns out to be a drunkard and 
never leads a virtuous life. The Muhammadans never utter the © 
name of God nor of their prophet ; but do not think it a sin 
to tell lies, take bribes, and commit thefts.”’ It is not easy to 
learn the English language; properly to do so one has to 
spend a very large sum of money. The Government spends 
a large amount of money in the educational establishments, 
bit the masters and teachers of the schools never care to 
pay any attention on a poor man’s child, but are all attention 

to a rich man’s son, | a 
The Oudh Akhbdy of the 6th October wishes to know if 
war is declared in Europe what effect it will have in India. 
Europeans in India should well understand their positions. 
Should any three powers join together they cannot be encoun- — 
tered by any one nation. If war is declared in Europe it will 
happen all of a sudden, and then what will the position of 
Kagland be? The present position of England is to protect 
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-and keep the ‘small petty states, and she has also to consider. 
what is best for England dnd her colonies. She has a power 
ful neighbour constantly threatening her; and if war is declared 
England’s Indian. possessions will be in danger of being lost. 

The person who will protect the whole of the above must be- 
a — person l . 


The Benares Akhbdér of September 30th- writes that the. 
Russians are fast adv ancing towards. Hindustin after having: 
captured Khokand and Merv; that they are now almost on: 
the borders of Cabul, and that Government need not flatter: 
itself that the Afghans will prevent them coming to-Hindustan. 
They will be only too glad to join them in invading Hin-. 
dustin. There is not the least doubt of the Amir of Cabul, 
turning against the British Government and of his joining 
the Russians. When he does this, other petty enemies of. 
the British Government will. begin to rise-and give trouble, 
and then (leaving the fighting with the. Russians out of the. 
question) the British Government will have more than. 
enough to. do. to. save their own lives-from the Russians and the- 
people of Hindustan. It seems that there is no use giving 
warning or saying anything when the British.Government is. 
quietly sitting with its.ears filled with oil. 


The Benares Akhbér of holenhee 23rd writes that the 
Chinese are taking up rather an imperious position towards 
Europeans, and that, Europeans: resent it, but only in words. 
The English papers “are grinding their teeth,” but as there 
are such dissensions. among Eiuropean nations they are 
powerless. 


The Rifah-i-Am of the 24th eines writes that the 
behaviour of the Europeans in India towards the natives is 
daily becoming more and more oppressive and insulting, and 
attributes this to the feeling of revenge which they still:cherish 
in their hearts towards the natives: on account of the late 
mutiny of 1857. 
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--The Khair Khwdh-i-Hind of the 30th September’ pub- 
lishes the following statement of the military force of all 
arms in India :— 


European officers, eee ee . 6, 162 


European soldiers, eee see 60,254 
Ditto officers with native regiments, .. | 440 
Native soldiers, coo see 1,23,638 
Ditto cavalry, ove i 18,435 
Ditto sappers and miners, ... a — (8,219 
_ Ditto artillery men, eee ~~“ 196 
Body guard cavalry, mn coe 166 


CABUL AND CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Tohfa-i-Késhmtr of the 25th September writes that 

a kaflé has arrived at Kashmir from Yarkand bringing news 
that the Emperor of China had sent an army to reeapture the 
town of Ela which is in the possession of the Russians. The 
Russians said that it was no use going to war, and that they 
would make a present of the town to the Chinese, provided they 
would join them in capturing and dividing the territories of the 
Atalik G&zi, and that in dividing the same the Russians would 
be satisfied with K4shgar, and the Chinese could take the 
remainder. The Chinese having agreed to these terms, the 
town of Ela was made over to them by the Russians. The 
Russians further wrote and proposed to the Atalik Gazi that 
if he would make over Kashgar to them they would not molest 
him in any way for the future, but the Amir of Kashgar replied 
that the proper owner of the place was the Sultin of Turkey, 
therefore he could not deliver the same over to the Russians 
without His Majesty's authority and permission ; the Russians 
then sent another envoy to inform the Atalik G&zt that if he 
still persisted in not complying with their request to prepare 
for war. Qn hearing this the Atalik Gazi said he would. 


prefer | war. 


The Guide of India of the 2nd October writes that a Ras- 


sian envoy has arrived at Cabul, and that this statement may 
be relied on, 
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_- The same paper says that General Kaufmann, without any 
molestation, has taken -possession of Khokand, and that the 
Khin has agreed to everyt hing proposed by the Russians. 


‘The Oudh Akhbdr of the 8rd October writes that the ruler 
of Késhgar has offended the Russians by having entered into 
a treaty with the Government of India and by asking for 
assistance from the Sultén of Turkey. ‘The editor says,—* The 
Russians do not wish Muhammadan rulers to be on friendly 
terms with each other.” 


— The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of October 2nd says that the Rus- | 
sians have a feeling of enmity against all the followers of Isl4m 
lest they should combine and attack them. ‘ There is not the 
_Jeast doubt that the Russians are the createst enemies of the 
Muhammadans, and the Russians do not try to conceal the 
fact.” 


The Anjuman-i-Hind of the 2nd October writes that several 
papers have been writing about the Russians having captured 
Merv, and that they will approach and take Afghanistan and 
then attack Hindustan also, and is of opinion that Government 
should not delay in despat ching an army to Cabul as that is the 
gate of Hindustan. Should the Government of India send an 
army to CAbul there will be a rebellion in Hindustan, and 
when the Russians invade Hindustan the people of Bokhara 
will raise a disturbance. The editor says that the people of 
Bokhira may do so, but the inhabitants of Hindustan will not, 
a8 the Muhammadan religion does not justify them in declar- 
ing war with the British Government ; for if it did, the follow- 
Ing states would not in 1857 have remained faithful to the 
British Government, —viz. Haidarabéd, Tonk, Bhopal, Rampur, 
and others. As they did not take a part in the mutiny, itis 
not likely that they will now attempt any such thing ; and 
Government should not believe for a moment that the Muham- 
madans will declare a religious war agains’ the British Govern- 
ment. 


ue oe 


The Matldé-i-Nér of the 28th September writes that. 
England fears that the Russians will invade India, but the edi- 
tor asks—how can they do so and by what road? Hindus- 
tan is powerful and its troops strong. The editor recommends 
the Russians to turn their heads and attention away from India. 
If the Russians do intend to invade Hindustan they will have 
to pass through either Afghanistén or Kashgar, and if they 
attempt to do so, they will have to encounter great and insur- 
mountable difficulties; so therefore it will be better for them to 
invade Persia. 


The Jalwd-t-Tér of the 24th September writes that the 
approach of the Russians in Central Asia towards the Afghan- 
istan territory inspires great dread in the mind of the Amir 
of Cabul, and that the Amir is.preparing his defence in ease of 
an attack from the Russians. The A mir’s retainers are far from 
sharing their master’s feelings, for they are inclined to lean to 
the Russians more than the English, though of.course . such 
feelings are very easily disguised. This feeling is also shared 
by the amirs, chiefs, and others. 


The Dabdabé-i-Sikandari of the 27th September writes 
that though it is rumoured that the Russians have captured 
Merv, it is hardly to be believed that such is the ease, as 
the Supreme Government has heard nothing about it up to 
date. The Russian army in Central Asia have been victori- 
ous in several engagements, and the editor has no doubts 
whatever that the Russian troops will be victorious in any 
engagement in which they might be. ‘The editor calls upon 
the Government of India to declare if such is the faet or not 
of Russia having taken Merv. He thinks that if such is | 
not an accomplished fact it will soon be so, and when such is the 
case, it will be incumbent on the Government to take imme- 
diate steps to protect its frontier, and if it does not do so ; it 
is clearly proved to the world that the Government is incom- 
petent, and puts too much faith in the Russians. The time 
has now arrived when the Foreign Department of the 
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Government of India must. at once decide and: settle this 
Central Asian and Russian question. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 1st October writes that the 
Russians will not rest satisfied until they have ruined Kash- 
gar. oe 

- The Téj-ul- Akhbdr of the 16th September writes that by 
‘degrees the Russians have almost reached the English fron- 


tier, and that there are fears of some disturbance taking 
_ 


The same paper says that Amir Sher Ali Khan, the 
ruler of CAbal, is busy preparing himself as he expects an 
attack from the Russians, but that his Sir dars do not wish 
to fight against the Russians. 


The Sddik-ul-Akkbér of the 27th September writes that 
_ the Amir of Cébul is enlisting men for his regiments daily. 


The Saftr-i-Hind of the 30th September writes that the 
Russians have without any doubt captured Merv, and that 
England will not now interfere as it is too late. 


The Ashraf-ul-Akhbdr of 1st October recommends the 
Indian Government to be in readiness as the Russians will 
be found some day or another on the borders of Afghanist‘n, 
and that if they do this the Russians will try and cause some 
disturbance in Europe also. The Russians are only abiding 
their time, and the moment they find En om * weak she will 
be attacked by them. 


POLITICAL (NATIVE STATES). 


The Urdé Akhbdr (of Delhi) of the 1st October writes 
that “ it appears from several papers ”’ that the Niz4m is not 
willing to meet His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
and therefore petty excuses about his ill-health are given out. 


The Panjabi Akhbér writing about Jaipur says that the 


Maharaja i is personally a | ai and peer chief, but that " 
is: badly served.: whos 
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he Karndma of 4th October writes. that Sir Salér Jang 
tried his best to prevent the Nizém from going to Bombay 
to meet His Royal Highness the Prince.ef Wales; but.that 
when he was distinctly informed that the Prince would not visit 
Haidarabad, he reluctantly consented to go to Bombay with 
the Nizim with the consent of his grandmother. 


The. Dabdab¢-i-Sikandari. of the. 4th October, noticing 
that the Nawab of Junagarh. has: been invited by: the Viceroy 
to Calcutta to meet the Prince of Wales, says that no Nawab 
from this state, has ever been before summoned—then why this ? 


Does the Government wish him to be considered : one of the 
highest chiefs ? 


The Muhibb-i-Hind of the 3rd Serene jel war- 
like preparations continue in Scinde. Perhaps an, invasion 
is is contemplated i in the territory of the Khén of Khelat.. 


The Mérwdr Gazette of the 20th September complains 


of want of cleanliness in the city of -Ajmer and blames the 
municipality. 


Several papers this week write that, ‘ Sirdar Dasktimea 
and Sanomia”’ have left Baroda and gone up to “ the Pava- 
garah Hills,” where they are collecting the Bhils and the 


Koles and are getting up regiments. N o one knows their 
object and intention. 


POLITICAL (NATIVE ST ATES). 


The Sadddarsha of September 27th is glad to see that the 
management, of Bareda affairs remains'in the hands of the 
Government of India, If this measure. had been decided 
upon two years ago, Malhér Rio would have been spared, 
his. degradation, and the Government of India, the, adoption 
of a weak, inconsistent, and vacillatin g policy. 


PRINCE OF WALES VISIT. 


‘The NasirulsIslém, of: the. 9th . September: writes: that 
the natives are really despicable: because they -assume- ait 
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outward garb of loyalty and good: nature, whereas - inward! y 
they are treacherous-and~ cherish vindictive feelings. They — 
all appear rejoiced at the prospect of seeing England’s heir. 
apparent, but oh ! how different the — ) 


The Urdu Akhbdr of Akola of the ond October writes that 
there is 10 use in the natives of India spending thousands of 


rupees in entertaining the Prince of Wales with fireworks 
and eo as s thik wort of amusements cammot last ” 


solved af India are very ick: ‘and will  Nadvity tax them. 
The people, therefore, should build temples and other works 
of utility, which will remain for ages as a memorial of the 
Prince’s visit. 


The Oudh, Akhbdr of 29th September, with regard to the 
Prince of Wales’ visit, asks why, if the Prince is not coming 
out to India as the representative of the Queen, the native 
chiefs should go about palavering him uselessly ? 


The Tohfa-i-Panjdb of the 29th September writes that 
the inhabitants of Hindustén are a set of idiots, and that the - 
people of Benares through joy ate going to build a hospitas 
in honour of the Prince of Wales’ visit. They have subscribed: 
ten thousand rupees to assist the Christians, notwithstanding 
that there is acry all over India that English doctors and 
medicines do the people no good; leaving all this aside, 
thousands of raises and rich inhabitants of India are: prepar- 
ing grand things in the shape of chandeliers, &c., &., ta do 
honour, to the Prince. The editor asks these men—has not 
the Prince seen the things they are getting up and calls them 
fools? Writing about the establishment of a college at Baroda 
the editor asks—do the students wish to become Members of 
the: House’ of Commins that'not Sanskrit, the language of 
the country, should be taaght but English, the language of 
thé foreigners ? The‘ people simply do all this as ~ ‘Baghsh 
Government is powerful. 


( 496 ) 
ADMINISTRATIVE GENERAL. 


The -Pdnjdbi Akhbdr of the 25th September calls upon 

Government to extend the operation of the Court of Wards 

to minors of lower-rank than those in whom Government at. 
present interests itself. 


The Pénjabi Akhbdr of the 25th September, after animad- 
verting on the conduct of the Assistant Commissioner of Unao, 
who lately gave a chair to a Kuropean pleader and compelled 
the native pleader to remain standing, goes on to say that the 
arrangements in all the Courts of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces are bad, and that no consideration is given to the con- 
venience of the members of the bar. The only building 
which can be called a court-house is the High Court, all 
the others in the province are like stables. 


~The Meerut Gazette of the Ond October also animadverts 
on this occurrence. — 


The Mdlwa Akhbar of the 22nd September wishes to know — 
the reason why the proceedings of the tommission appointed by 
the Government of India te inquire into and report upon the 
cause of the disturbance in the Deccan are kept secret. - 


The Anjuman-i-Hind of the 25th September, remarking that 
Government has lately conferred on munsifs the honour of 
the title Rai and Khan BahAdur, and only so long as they hold 
office, says that this is a phase of policy quite worthy of the 
Government. Formerly the title given to a deserving man in 
the service of Government was proudly retained till death, but 
now forsooth only as long as he holds the office of a munsif ! 


~The Lauh-i-Mahfiz of 24th September calls on Govern- 


ment to frame some rules for examination before native 
hakims are allowed to practice. 


The. Shold-i- Tir of the 28th ilies writes that emi- 
grants. from India to Malacca and the straits are treated worse 
than slaves, as. they are flogged for the least offence. There 
is no doubt that in many instances coolies deserve fully what 
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they get, but still they should not be treated as they are in the 
above places. | 


The Sadddarsha of October 4th writes :—* A very: im- 
portant measure 1S now under the consideration of the Vice- 
regal Legislative Council. Its object is to establish institutions 
‘in this country with a view of reclaiming youthful offenders and 
training them: to habits of honest industry. The want of 
such instituttons has been for a long time greatly felt, for 
although the Code of Criminal Procedure: provided that 
juvenile crionnals should be sent to a reformatory instead of 
to the common jail, the Magistrates could not carry out this 
provision into effect, inasmuch as no such institutions existed 
in the country. While philanthropists in England had long 
ago succeeded in getting the legislature to provide means 
for the reclamation of youthful offenders, no serious attempt 
in the same direction was made in India until now; although 
the matter has been under the eonsideration of the Govern- 
ment of India since 1861. It is true that the number of 
such offenders is happily not very large in our country, 
‘and that we have no class corresponding to the street arabs 
of London ; but still there ean be no-doubt that Government 
is bound to do all that lies in its power with a view to-reclaim 
the small number that exists. The measure in question could 
not have béen entrusted to better hands than ‘those of Sir 
Alexander Arbuthnot. Much will however depend upon the 
practical working of the Act. The Board of Management 
eannot be too carefully selected. The provision that there 
shall be at least two natives in the Board is doubtless very 
salutary, but whither it wilt be productive of any practical 
good will depend upon the sort of men selected. The choice 
will of course be left to ‘Magistrates, and if they do not nomi-. 
nate able and independent men, the presence of native mem- 
bers in the Board would do more evil than good. It is of 
‘course very desirable that the native community should have 
every opportunity to watch the working of this important 
novel experiment, but this object cannot be fulfilled ‘until such 
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men be selected as understand these matters: and feel interest 
in them. | 


The gon paper of ,—_— 27th writes : ~“ We have, 
on a previous occasion, pointed out that natives admitted to 
the Covenanted Civil Service either by passing the open 
competitive examination, or by simple selection.under the 
provisions of the thirty-third Victoria Chapter ILI, will not 
enjoy the same privileges with regard to leave and pension 
which are enjoyed by the European members of the service. 
The leave and pension rules that will govern the native 
Civilians have not yet been promulgated ; but.it requires no 
prophet to tell us that the rules will be far inferior to those 
which are applicable to their European brethren. Imported 
labour is of course dearer than indigenous labour, and no one 
will deny that Europeans brought out to work in this country. 
must be paid more than the natives, But certain considera- 
tions should not be lost sight of. In the first place not a 
single European not absolutely required should be imported 
into India, Again, every office which ‘natives may be qualified 
to hold should be conferred on them. The number of appoint- 
ments in the Indian Civil Service should be materially reduced 
and the Cooper’s Hill Royal Engineering College should be 
abolished. For trying petty criminal cases and making pre- 
liminary enquiry into cases which would be ultimately sent 
up to the Court of Session for trial, Covenanted Civilians are 
not required. That work might be entirely entrusted to native 
officers with safety. Why should Engineers be imported from 
abroad and allowed compensation for “ foreign residence” for 


doing work which can be thoroughly well done by indigenous 
labour ? - a 


In the second place, the Duke of Argyll’s orders prohibit- 
ing the employment of Europeans in the country should be 
strictly carried out.’ No European who is already here ought 
& be appointed to any office and entitled to compensation for 
7 forei gn residence.” As Government,does not bring him.out, 
v1 not bound to award him any compensation. . In the third 
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place, Eurasians should be placed on a footing of perfect. 
equality with the other natives of the country. They are born 
and bred in India, and are as much natives as Hindus and 
Musalmans. They are not entitled to any compensation for 
“ foreign residence,” as they work in their mother-land. 


In the 4th place, native civilians who enter the civil 
service through the door of competition, as long as that door is 
not closed against them ought to receive the same pay as Euro- 
pean competition-walas. Their efficiency is not a purely 
indigenous article. They have to reside in a foreign country 
under considerable disadvantages for some years, and to go 
through a process of special training. It may be well said 
that their efficiency is as much imported from abroad as that 
of European competition-walas. Admitting that the Euro- 
- pean working in India ought tohave a higher pay than the 
native by way of compensation for “ foreign residence,” we 
contend that the principle should be carried out to its logical 
conclusions, and that not a single European should be imported 


to do work for which natives of the country might be found 
qualified. If our Government is prepared to do this in prac- 
tice, it will have the support of every right thinking man in 
adopting two separate scales of pay for its European and 
native sae 


EDUCATIONAL. 


‘The Roz Ndma-i-Panjdb of the 25th September agrees with 
“a native” who lately wrote a letter inthe Pioneer on the 
subject of Haale educationin India, 

ss THE PRESS. 

The Shola-i-Tér of the 5th October congratulates the Bengal 
Government on having ordered that the press should be sup- 
plied with news from the Government offices. 

LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 30th September, commenting 


upon. the Landhoura case, asks why inquiries have not been 
made into the allegations that the late Raja Raghbir Singh 
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was poisoned by his — and says that this should be 
inquired into at once. 


The Agra Akhbér of the 31st September writes that a 
detachment of the 6th Bengal Cavalry stationed at Sipri 
" give the inhabitants of the bazar a great deal of trouble. 


The Shams-ul-Akhbér of the 1st October writes that not- 
withstanding the heavy rains the opium factory. at Ghizipur 
took fire, and that all the epium was destroyed. - It is ramour- 
ed that the factory aecounts were not all. right, therefore some- 
one set fire to. the place to destroy the evidence. 


The Sayud-ul-Akhbdr of the Ist October, speaking of the 
appointment of the Maharajah of Bulrampur ‘to the Legislative 
Council, says the selection has given universal satisfaction, and 
that if a few more similar selections were made. India would 
greatly benefit. 


The Urdi Akhbér at Akola ef the 2nd October cong gratulates 
the Muhammadan inhabitants of Berar, as the Government 
down to the Resident is favourably inclined towards them. 
“But,” saye the editor, “the Muhammadans have still a: griev- 
ance—viz., that since they were removed from the Nawab's 
rule they are being ruined and oppressed, as they are unfit to 
be employed in the courts and public offices, and also because 
every appointment is filled by outsiders. They have themselves 
to blame and not the Government.” 


The Mufid-1-Am of the Ist October says that railway 
travellers receive a great deal of trouble and annoyance from 
the police at the Jaipur railway station. The editor says that 
he has himself seen people ill-used by the-police. - (There was 


a similar complaint but more general in charaeter.some weeks 
back). 


The Benares AkKbér of the 23rd September calls upon 
the Municipal Commissioners of Benares to stop the dan- 


gerous practice of taking elephants along the narrow streets 
of the city. - 
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The Rajpitana Social Science Congress Gazette of thre-24th 
“September calls attention to the nuisance and danger of 
allowing elephants on the public roads at Agra. 


_ The Urdé Akhbdr at Akola of the 25th September calls the — 
attention of the authorities in Benares to the false weights 
and measures kept by almosé all the baniyas and traders.. 


The Anwar-ul-Akhbdr of the 20th September writes that 
there are two Kuropeans at Umballa who go begging about 
the streets during the day from door to door. | : 


The Kérndma of the 27th September writes that a fakir 
found a purse containing seven gold mohars, and being met 
by two Europeans made the purse over to them. The fakir 
was then offered two gold mohars by the Europeans as a 
reward, but the man refused te accept of them. The Euro- 
peans thinking he would go and circulate the story of 
his having found the purse, which would probably lead to 
the discovery of the real owner, thrashed the fakir—saying 
that he stole the purse from them. All this occurred on the 
Meerut Railway Station. They further made the unfortunate 
man over to the Police, and the Magistrate of the district 
after inquiry made the purse over to the fakir. 


~The Roz Ndma-i-Panjdb of the 20th September calls 
attention to the filthy state of the city ef Lahore and the 
prevalence of gambling in the city of Gujerat. — 
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